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We hope everyone had won-
derful holidays with family
and friends. Here at the
Branch we believe that 2007
will be a great year. Our goal
is to continue “pushing the
envelope” to transform care
for children and youth with
significant mental health chal-
lenges and their families. This
year will bring initiatives to
expand youth guided and fam-
ily driven care, to improve the
quality of technical assistance,
to address cultural and linguis-
tic diversity, and to reach out
to more at-risk populations,
including GLBTQ youth.
Many of our activities can be
accessed via our web site; we
 receive over 60,000 hits a
month! We are looking for-
ward to seeing many of you in
Atlanta.
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National Children’s Mental Health Awareness Day
May 8, 2007

Check your campaign .
listserv for announce-
ments about these up-
coming events:

Biweekly Technical
Assistance calls to
plan for Awareness
Day Jan-April 2007

“Mark your calendars for
the next National Children’s
Mental Health Awareness
Day. Awareness Day will
be May 8, 2007. The
theme will be Thriving in

¢ Special Forum at the °
Systems of Care Winter
Meeting to facilitate
collaboration between
grant sites and Mental
Health America affili-
ates.

Log on to the Branch
website for the latest
materials and stay
tuned for special an-
nouncements about
the national event!

the Community with a spe-
cial emphasis on partner-

ship with schools.




Building Bridges Joint Resoluti

As reported previously a group of
leaders in the field of children’s
mental health met in Omaha, NE
last summer to better integrate and
link residential (out-of-home) and
community services and supports.
A significant outcome of that meet-
ing has been the déevelopment of a
Joint Resolution which creates a set
of shared principles, values and
practices. The document, is titled:
“Building Bridges between Residen-
tial and Community Based Service
Delivery Providers, Families and
Youth: A Joint Resolution to Ad-
vance a Statement of Shared Core
Principles” has now been endorsed
by over fifteen national organiza-
tions including the Child Welfare
League of America, the National
Alliance on Mental liiness, the

Federation of Families for Chil-
dren’s Mental Health, the
American Association of Chil-
dren’s Residential Centers, the
National Association for Chil-
dren’s Behavioral Health, the
Alliance for Children and Fami-
lies, Children and Adults with
Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity
Disorder, the Children’s Array of
Psychiatric Programs, the Inter-
national Society of Psychiatric
Nurses and the National Indian
Child Welfare Association. You
can download the Joint Resolu-
tion by logging on to our web-
site. Just click on Hot Topics,
then click on Issues in Residen-
tial Care.

Welcome to our new SAMHSA Ad-
ministrator, Terry Cline, Ph.D. Dr.
Cline served as Commissioner for
the Okalahoma Department of Men-
tal Health and Substance Abuse Ser-
vices since January of 2001 and has
been a transformational leader in
creating a more consumer and fam-
ily driven approach to care. In 2004
Dr. Cline was appointed by Okla-
homa Governor Brad Henry to
serve as the Cabinet-Level Secretary
of Health. Dr. Cline completed his
undergraduate work at the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma and received his
masters degree and doctorate in
clinical psychology from Oklahoma
State University. He is also a good
friend to children and families!!! He
begins at SAMHSA January, 2007.

Grantee Match and
Audit Requirements

?At the beginning of December,

Last Minute Checklist for
Atlanta Grantee Meeting

Jan. 30—Feb. 2, 2007

Statewide Family
Networks

2006, a letter was sent via the
TA Partnership listserv about
the importance of complying
with match requirements and
'adhering to the Office of Man-
ragement and Budget (OMB)

| Circular A-133 related to Fed-
'eral Audits. You can download
the letter from the home page of

our website. It is extremely im-

'portant that grantees adhere to
these requirements in order to
obtain continuation funds. In
addition, Project Officers are
now required to ask about the
grantee’s ability to produce
documentation on matching
dollars during all Federal site

| visits.

|

{ The System of Care Community
Meeting is just around the corner
Are you ready??

O Have you registered?

00 Have you made travel plans
and hotel reservations?

O Have you engaged all of your

partners?
'O Have you addressed the needs
of family members and youth?

Have you developed a plan to
get the most out of the meet-
ing?

-

Have you purchased an extra
suitcase for all the fabulous
materials you will receive?

_ The Statewide Family Network

Program is in the last year of a
three year funding cycle. We are
pleased to have the Statewide
Family Network Program's current
Guidance for Applicants "on the
street" with a due date of January
31, 2007 (SM-07-001). We cur-
rently plan to fund 21 organiza-
tions, depending on final funding
levels. We appreciate all of the
interest and support for the pro-
gram and especially for everyone's
support of our network of State-
wide Family Organizations. True
change will only come through
families and youth, and the Branch

“will continue to support these ef-

forts in every way possible.




